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Frienda of the San Francisco Estusry
Board of Directors Meeting ‘

Friday, Apil 30, 1999 - 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM
Regiona] Water Quality Control Board . ‘
1515 Clay Street, Oakland, CA ‘

_ Meeting Summary
1. Inotroductions/Approval of January 29, 1999 Meeting Summary : 3
Teod Smith, President, called the mecting to order ot 9:35 am. The January 29, 1999 Meeting
Sumimary was approved as amended. The correction to the October 30, 1998 Mesting Summary
should iread, “Batts reparted that federal and state reports are -due mud he has congacted an
accountant to prepare them.™

2. Friends 1997.1998 Annual Report

The Annual Report was approved with the following changes:

1} The cover should state that the report is for fiscal year 1997-1998

2) Page 1: the CCMP was develaped in 1993 not 1986

3) Page 2: add context to the inforrpation provided on the Jower lef: page

4) Page 3: correct typo, “involved.” Run Spellcheck for other possible typos - :

5) . Undeslining: Janet Cox requested that underlinad headings be changed 1o bold or a diffsrent. .
font, She offered to help with the changos )

6) Cover: Will Travis, BCDC, suggested the next report {98-99) have a new cover design.’

Mario Menesini said Central San might be willing to print the report. It'was also suggested that

i

Fﬁdzds;uk Michac] Carlin whether thi San Francisco PUC would provide fres printing,

3. Criteris for Annual Disbursement of Friends’ Available Funds {(small grauts) .
Discussion wes postponed because Trish Mulvey, Barbara Salzman and Chuck Batts wers not

able 0 mest to develop criteria

4. Recopimendations to the Implementation Committee (IC for the May 7, Meeting .
There Were no recommendatians because some Board members did not receive ths IC agends in
time for review. Mario Menesini suggested Friends' Education Program Jo a3 presentation at-an

upcoming IC mesting.

5. CALFED Activitics ' . ‘

Mary Selkirk reported that the reviged dratt EIR will be released June 25 with the fins] document
due by the end of the yasr, and & final Record of Decision by June 2000. She said the significant
parta of the EIR will remain the same, but revisions were roade to the Phass If Report to provide
an integrated spproach to water neads. CALFED is looking at whole water systems to provide
mors water for species and is dsveloping an Environmenral Water Account. A technical
spproach it being used to help detenmine which species nead what amounts. of water at what
times of the year. Resource managers and hyidrologists are trying to determine whether the
systemn can be operated with real time monitoring to respond immediately if fish need mors .
water.
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Friends members discussed CALFED's direction and effectivaness. Many qud
concems were raized about the 12-15 agencies’ commitme: /1o solving the problemvs-and if
CALFED is developing another “Fivg-Year Plan” similar/fo the Soviet Union's att et at

%bl'am :nl%. Selkirk responded that the state’s bureaucrpcy 15 massive an re
not be any radical changes. She suggested that Board s look particularly at hip

In responss to questions, Selkirk said modeling for the Enwmmnéhtarw;;}éﬁ//nméﬂl not be
available until sfter the Report comes out and technical support for the fecomsnendations will not .
be available in the Report. She was asked why there was such & short technical section compared
to other scctions and suggested people chack the Appendix and ask for whar they want,
Members alto expressed concern about who would oversee the whole implementation Emer;m
There needs to be some other entity in charge ~ those currently in charge do Dot see a problem or

need for changpe,

Bob Raab in his report to the Hoard was Jess optimistic about the program and believes things are
business s usual. Ho voiced concemns about San Francisco Bay being left out of the program
and the potential for construction of new demns and reservoirs. He said real progress will be
made when species come off the endangered species fist. He also comumented on the huge
bureaucrscy and lack of stropg leadership, He questioned who will enforce the Environmental
Restoration Program. He said there is not enough conservation, and it is not anforced. There is
mmﬁx;;nt;i.ﬂ a;:hn in place 1o know where the maney will come fom. The CCMP mey be the only
? mo ’ .

Selkitk cited some of the problems that she sees: 1) inertia on the part of agencies and
governance, in general; 2) lack of state and federa] Jeadership; and 3) courts ruling to overtum
CVPIA’s 800,000 Af water allocation. She also aaid a driving foree in Califomia’s water policy
will be drinking water and snvironmentalists could play an important rale by getting elected jo
. gl ap S Ry - T—

urban water district boards. | CONSAIRAC T
Ted Smith azked what Friends could do. Selkirk responded that Eriends could take 2 majocrole

sponding to the Record of Decision by writing Jettets snd commenting gf public mestings. Bill

‘. ugpeste ale W‘wo E-.M-m
should focus ox governance and 2aid a strong, independent oversight agency is needed 1o enforce

scosystem res on.

A State of the Bey conference, with loca! legisiators, was suggested to bring more attention io the
Bay. Other suggeations included &wm%gmﬁmmg funding and the Bay’s
role in tha Bay/Delta program, giving more attention fo fssue in the Annusl Report, and
devoting more time to policy issues at the State of the Estuary Conference,

6. Committee Reports
A. Finsoce Committee: The financial raport was presented. Friends has not had a trus budges,

end it is unclear what funds are restricted, are discretionary, or need to be set agide for
expenses. Friends’ new sccountapt reported thay there is approximately $76,000 in

C— 13303
C-113303



—or awr L0003 LU WL 7391008 ()bq% LPAGE BE)

18/16/1993 18:;12 78512398 ‘ PAGE @7

uniestricted funds. Friends has never had such a Jarge sum of upsommitted ﬂxnds, and isdina
new position to consider options far its use. : -

‘Two proposals have heen submitted to CALFED: 1) $100,000 aver hvo years forexpanding
Estugry newsletter to include the Delta wazerahed; and 2) $44,000 for developing a narvative
species report to supplement the Habitat goals Report. Both proposal help implement the

" CCMP. If accepted, Friends would serve as fiscal agent. A motion was made and passgd to.
accept the Finance Report. . .

B. Edueation Committee: Mario Menesini commended Steve Cochrane for his outstanding
efforts with the education program. He thought the Education Committeo should be even
- mare active in helping to implement the CCMP. : .

Steve Cochrane announced that a $400 anonymous donation had been received from the East
Bay Community Foundation for the Creek Keepers. The Creek Keeper poster was presented
#t the Contra Costa County Watershed Symposium on Creek Restoration. He and Carol
Thomton recently attended the Urban Cresks Conference. Cochranc spoke on volunteer
monitoring at the Communities Working for Wetlands conference for the Isaak Walton
league and described their Handbook for__wsﬂmdn_&m__g%am He reported he had
submitted five Hew proposals: 1) City of Ssn Leandro; 2) US EPA for water quality
monitoring; 3) Golden Gate Audubon; 4) Port of Oakland for wetlands restoration; and 5)
Contra Costa County Education Program for finding Riclunond High School shudente. '

1. New Business
There was no new business.

8. Sau Francisco Estuary Project and Friends Activities T :

A, State of the Estusry Conference: Joan Patton reported that nearly 800 le ed
conference. The speakers were exceptional, and thetopic of rehabilitaion was well
presented. Most participants gave the conference a rating of excellent. The confersnce was
covered by two television stations, three radio stations and four major newspapers, including
two front page articles. Friends gave: nine awards for OUfﬁM&WWWﬂL
F‘eﬂs; Friends was sble to offer seventeen’ full or partial scholarships for 1€ $1200 -

nation. The conference will be summarized in the State of the Estuary Reporr due 1o be
published this summer. Information will also be available on the Ioternet. e

B. Mitten Crab Conferegce: Patton reported thats Miticn Crab Workshop was held in
Sacramento on March 23 sponsored by four organizations including SFEP and attended by
about 100 people. The conference focused on the history and impacts of the mitten crab
invasion in this Estuary and Buropeas water bodies. The Mitten Crab has significently
affected fish salvage operations at Delta pumping facilities and hampered shrimp harvesting

in the South Bay. Future management options were discussed including the controversial

option to harvest the crab for human consumption.

C. JARPA: Carol Thomton reported on the Joint Aquatic Resources Permit Application

(JARPA) project's progress to develop a single application for a variety of permit activitics.
There would be nio change in fees. The JARPA process will be presented at a meeting in San
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Mateo on yzo. Thqu;CnekpmjmmSmMmCmtyWchuheudul
porential pi pmjmmebmmmqpuuﬁm. also commented that Cal Fizsh and
g?m hnjnstmuad their 1601 psomit and JARFA's public outreach mgy will include

B

D. UsS ZF AWMwafsmrzumamckbmkpnuduwnd:hrs;’bindu
containing SFEP products and summaries of activities. The binder represents
staff effort to demonstrate the scope of SFEP programs over the past two yeirs to implemen
the CCMP. nawdmilwbyvijmmmdema'W

E. Association of Natiozal Estysry Programs (Am) Marela Brockbank reported on the
ANEP/EPA. Tschaology mwmmzwummmxnwmm DC.
'NEPs presentsd ‘foformation op innovative solutions to s varisty of problems that are
"eommon to many of the NEPs. ANEP's Chizen Network continues t0 educate Congreas

about the value of the NEP sud its nead for increased funding/resources.

F. Evosion Control Educstion Program: lerapmedthnsmm-nmdsmds}‘my '

_ RWQCBMMCMVMRW@meWMCmW
Sacrananto on April 15-16. Thewadnbnpumnﬁmﬂmwmvuywm
mncbmmdbydwdevﬂomndwwmamm

9, San Franclsco Euury Inutitute
There was no.seport.

10, Announcements/Next Me-th;lm-um ' :

Jim Pachel, Vice Prosident, is moving 10 Sacramento and has resigned from the Board, The topic

?&W"““”m mthudmm The next moeting is schoduled far
y .

The mesting was sdjourned at 12:3S p.m.
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